
 



  

 
 

 

 Fourth Sunday  of month:  Eucharist Together at 10am 
                    

All other Sundays:              Eucharist at 10am (with Children’s Groups) 
 

 Sunday Evenings:               Evening Prayer at 6.30pm  
 

 Tuesdays at 9.30am            Eucharist (also on Holy Days -  announced)   
 

 

 

Contacts at All Saints 

All Saints Hale Barns with Ringway  
Hale Road, Hale Barns, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 8SP 

Church and Office Open: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am - 1pm 
 

Tel: 0161 980 3234 Email: admin@allsaintshalebarns.org 
                                            www.allsaintshalebarns.org 

 

 
 

Services 

 Vicar The Rev’d Clair Jaquiss 928 0717 
 clairjq@aol.com 07843 375494  
 

Clair is in the parish on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Sundays; or leave a message 

 
Associate Priest     The Rev’d Gordon Herron 928 1238 
 rgjherron@gmail.com 
 
Reader Mary Babbage 980 6584 
       marybabbage@gmail.com 

 
Reader Emeritus Tim Gordon 980 8172 
 timgordon2707@gmail.com  
 
Reader Emerita Vivienne Plummer 928 5051 
 vivienneplummer@aol.com 
 
Wardens June Tracey 980 2928 
 jtracey75@btintenet.com 
 
 Nigel Glassey 
                                 nigel@nigelglassey.co.uk 980 2676 
    
PCC Secretary Caroline Cordery 980 6995 
 caroline.cordery@zen.co.uk 
  
Treasurer Michael Sargent 980 1396 
 m.sargent05@btinternet.com 
 
Organist Robin Coulthard 941 2710 
       robincoulthard@gmail.com 

 
Administrator & Elaine Waters 980 3234 
    Hall Bookings admin@allsaintshalebarns.org 
 

.  
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Batman, an octopus and a selfie 
 

The peaceful little town with its grand basilica perched on a cliff of golden 

stone was stunningly beautiful in the winter sunlight.  This was St 

Francis’s home town, Assisi.  He is 

said to be the person who invented 

the Christmas crib:  the first one to 

bring together ox and ass, 

shepherds and kings and sheep 

and a manger, Mary and Joseph 

and the baby Jesus.    

 

The stories of Jesus’s birth in the bible are simple.  St Luke tells of 

shepherds and angels but there is no ox and ass and no stable.  Those 

animals connect back to words from one of the ancient prophets of Israel, 

Isaiah of Jerusalem, who wrote:  ‘The ox knows its owner and the donkey 

its master’s crib’.  Isaiah reflected on how human beings failed to 

recognize God and yet animals instinctively knew who their master was.   

 

St Matthew doesn’t mention three kings. 

Wise men (not kings) bring three gifts.  

They didn’t come to a stable.  Jesus was a 

toddler.  It looks as if Matthew was 

drawing on his heritage and quoting 

Isaiah:  ‘all those from Sheba shall come.   

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

and shall proclaim the praise of the 

LORD.’  

 

Back in a wintry present day Assisi, in corners of darkened churches we 

discovered nativity scenes set in the Italian countryside with fields and 

animals and people at work.  A euro in a slot and a miniature miracle 

began.  The sky glowed and a pink sun rose behind a tiny village.  A 

water wheel with real water began to turn and a figure began chopping 

wood in a yard.  There was a ploughed field with shoots springing up in 



long lines:  cress seedlings planted in furrows less than half an inch apart.  

The holy family were there in the middle of everyone else’s activity, lit with 

a warm glow in their tiny stable in in the village.  Then the sky reddened.  

The sun set.  The activity ceased.  The stars came out.  And then it went 

dark.  The euro ran out.  

 

In the 12
th
 century, Francis had 

wanted to bring home the reality 

of the birth of Jesus into our world:  

a world of work and real people 

doing real things.   So it seems 

right that the story of Jesus’s birth 

should incorporate some of the 

things of the world.  It’s right that school nativity plays might feature 

Batman, an octopus and R2D2 or wise men with parcels on segues.  

Christmas is about God being with us – mysteriously present in the things 

of our world:  a world where technology, fantasy and consumerism are 

challenged by the light of God’s eternal truth.  Thank you for leading the 

way, St Francis.  Happy Christmas! 

 

Clair Jaquiss 

 

 



#westandtogether 
 

It was a pleasure to welcome Nasser Kurdy from the Altrincham and Hale  

Muslim Association to All Saints a few weeks ago.   

 

He spoke about how thankful and moved he had been to receive so many 

messages of support for him and his family following the attack on him 

recently.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People from across the whole community of all faiths and none were able 

to express their concern and their resolve to continue to build friendship 

and to work together for all.  Several people from All Saints joined an 

event at the Islamic Centre as a sign of solidarity.  We offered a prayer. 

 

Lead us from death to life, 

from falsehood to truth; 

lead us from despair to hope, 

from fear to trust; 

lead us from hate to love, 

from war to peace 

Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe. 



 

The Oxen by Thomas Hardy 

 A Poem to celebrate Christmas 
 

Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. 

“Now they are all on their knees” 

An elder said as we sat in a flock 

By the embers in hearthside ease. 

We pictured the meek mild creatures where 

They dwelt in their strawy pen; 

Nor did it occur to one of us there 

To doubt they were kneeling then. 

So fair a fancy few would weave 

In these years! Yet, I feel, 

If someone said on Christmas Eve, 

“Come; see the oxen kneel 

“In the lonely barton by yonder coomb*         

Our childhood used to know,”     

I should go with him in the gloom, 

Hoping it might be so. 

 

*barton is a farm building; coomb, little valley 

A poem to celebrate Christmas” by Thomas Hardy?  A what? By the 

Thomas Hardy who wrote those gloomy novels?  Yes, that one. 

Born in 1840, Hardy had a strict Anglican church-going childhood and 

early life. But by 1866 he had started to doubt the impact of his faith on 

the less fortunate members of society and had stopped attending any 

form of church. 

Following the death of his wife and his subsequent guilt about the way he 

had treated her, Hardy started to write poetry. He was by now, well  



 

established as an author with steadily increasing royalties from his 

novels, which he regarded as the “bread and butter” work  which allowed 

him to pay the bills, and which he had written and had published in serial 

form in the literary periodicals of the day – each month`s chapter having 

to end in a cliff-hanger. This meant that he was now financially secure 

enough to stop writing novels and to concentrate on what he considered a 

vastly more satisfying form of literature: poetry. 

A theme which he returned to many times during the rest of his life was 

regret over his loss of faith. This poem “The Oxen”, one of his finest, was 

written in 1915, when the first World War had been raging for a year. 

Hardy lived until 1927, writing thousands of poems, some known but 

uncountable others which were destroyed by his second wife, jealous of 

the feelings of remorse he still felt over his relationship with his first wife. 

 Hardy was a true wordsmith and as with all his poems, this one, ”The 

Oxen” is immaculately crafted with each word skilfully chosen for 

maximum impact, while maintaining a perfect rhythm. 

 In the first verse of the poem,” Now they are all on their knees an elder (a 

senior church member) said”, refers to an ancient rural belief that at 

midnight on Christmas Eve, the animals that were traditionally in the” 

barton” went down on their knees in worship of the new-born baby Jesus. 

This was a fable that Hardy had accepted as simple truth all those years 

ago in his youth. The poem`s ending   ”Hoping it might be so. ” Shows  

Hardy  longing to recapture that childhood faith and acceptance of 

salvation through Christ. 

Contribution from a member of the Congregation 

 

Apology 
We wish to apologise to Pets Corner, for referring to them in last month’s Magazine 

as Pets at Home. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your local Family Bakery. 
Offering a wide selection of Bread, Pies,  

Cakes, Sandwiches and Sourdough. 
 

Best wishes to All Saints on their 50
th

 year Celebration 

217 Ashley Road, Hale, Cheshire, WA15 9SZ 

Tel: 928 1309 

Est. 1912  



Kids Corner  

 



PRAYER DIARY December 2017 

Friday 1st  
 

for Christians across the world as they prepare for 
the coming of Christ 

Saturday 2nd  for the will power and strength to seek forgiveness 
at this Advent time. 

Sunday 3rd 

1st Sunday of Advent 

for imagination to witness in our lives to God’s 
abiding love. 

Monday 4th 
 for those who proclaim God’s Kingdom.  

Tuesday 5th
 for the police, fire, ambulance and medical services. 

Wednesday 6th  

Nicholas, bishop c. 326 

for all who work to protect children 

Thursday 7th 

Ambrose, bishop, 397 

a blessing for staff and students at St. Ambrose 
College and Preparatory School  

Friday 8th
 for ears to hear God’s call in our lives 

Saturday 9th
 for space for those who are busy at work  

Sunday 10th 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Bless the Christingle service at All Saints and the 
work of the Children’s Society 

Monday 11th for people persecuted for their faith 

Tuesday 12th Thank God for minds to understand God’s love and 
for the guidance to learn more. 

Wednesday 13th  
Lucy, martyr, 304 
Hanukkah begins 

for all searching for the light of truth and for those 
who guide them. 

Thursday 14th  
John of the Cross, poet, 1591 

for Christian ministers, for the strength of the Holy 
Spirit 

Friday 15th
 for the relief of the homeless and hungry 

Saturday 16th
 for comfort for the depressed and anxious 

Sunday 17th 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Praise God for salvation won for us by his Son, Jesus 
Christ 

Monday 18th
 for charities giving support to children 



PRAYER DIARY Contd. 

Tuesday 19th 
 for help to reflect God’s love for us in our lives. 

Wednesday 20th
 for those separated from families and friends  

Thursday 21st 

Hanukkah ends  
for peace for families under stress 

Friday 22nd
 for the safety of travellers and refugees 

Saturday 23rd
 for an awareness of the needs of people around us 

and the ability to help them. 

Sunday 24th  
Christmas Eve 

Help us, to find room for God in our hearts. 

Monday 25th  
Christmas Day 

Give thanks for Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
who shares in our human life. 

Tuesday 26th 

Stephen, deacon, first martyr 

for those who are suffering for their faith 

Wednesday 27th  
John, Apostle and Evangelist 

for peace and goodwill towards all people and 
amongst nations and peoples. 

Thursday 28th  
The Holy Innocents 

for children suffering in war zones  

Friday 29th  
Thomas Becket, archbishop, 
martyr, 1170 

for those who are in hospital and for the people 
who work there. 

Saturday 30th  for charities who help the homeless. 

Sunday 31st 
1st Sunday of Christmas 
 

Give thanks to our Lord for his love throughout the 
past year. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose Refine – be confident – be BEAUTIFUL 
www.refinebeauty.org   Find us on Facebook        

Timperley clinic - Contact us on 07807 845387 
 

Wrinkle reducing injections, dermal fillers, lip and  
smile enhancements 

Subtle, beautiful & natural results 
 

We only use the best FDA/MHRA approved products on the market. 
Come and see us for a free, no obligation consultation. 

Our aim is to put you at your ease, help you make the best treatment 
choices and give you a result that you love. 

 

Professional, fully trained aesthetics nurses,  
Strictly private and confidential 

Google ‘BACN practitioner finder’ to locate us 

 
 

http://www.refinebeauty.org/


 
 

 



  

E s t a b l i s h e d   o v e r   3 0  y e a r s 

We offer a full range of security services for 

both commercial and domestic property. 



  Key holder services  Alarm response 

  Mobile patrols  Static security 

 

We are local, reliable and friendly. 
  

  

Wilmslow 01625 549682 

www.falconsecurity.org.uk 



  

Tectonic Developments Ltd are a commercial and domestic 
provider of internal refurbishment and external maintenance  

for Manchester, Cheshire and the surrounding areas. 
  

 - All work is fully insured and guaranteed - 
  

Please visit our website for details of all services offered  

and to view a photo gallery of our work. 

 Hale Barns Garage  
 980 4116 

halebarnsgarage@btconnect.com 

JT & MJ McEwen 
  

 M.O.T. TESTING, SERVICING, DIAGNOSTICS 
(Latest Bosch Equipment) 

and TYRES (all major brands) 
 

Also BATTERIES & EXHAUSTS 
HOME START SERVICE 

   

  

Nigel Glassey 
at  

STEVENSON GLASSEY SOLICITORS 
  

  
NIGEL GLASSEY B.A. (OXON) 

SOLICITOR AND COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
  

  

Houldsworth House, 13 Leamington Road, Houldsworth Square,  

Reddish, Stockport, Cheshire SK5 6BD 

  

Tel: 443 1395 or 980 2676    Fax: 0161 443 2094 

E-mail: nigel@nigelglassey.co.uk 

mailto:halebarnsgarage@btconnect.com


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hale Barns Handy Man 
   

Lee Renwick 

07958 301744 
  

Gas Installation & Repairs (gas safe registered). 

Plumbing, Painting & General Property Maintenance 

No job too small 

City & Guilds qualified 

Reliable workmanship from a local resident. 

Timperley 
120 Wood Lane, Timperley,  

Cheshire WA15 7PJ 
Tel: 0161 980 3663 

  
Baguley 

Sir William’s Court,  
200 Hall Lane, Baguley, 

Manchester  M23 1WA 
Tel: 0161 945 0880 

Veterinary Surgery 

Buchanan Vets Ltd 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On site parking, within the grounds of All Saints Church 

The Hale Barns Therapy Centre 
  

298 Hale Road, Hale Barns, Cheshire  WA15 8SP 

Tel: 0161 904 9994    www.thehalebarnstherapycentre.co.uk 

Back, Neck Muscle & Joint Injuries       Sports Injuries / Whiplash 

Post operative Rehabilitation / Home Visits        Postural Advice / Exercise Regimes 

Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 

Chiropody/Podiatry 
  

Osteopathy 
  

 Sports Therapy/Massage 
 

 Nutritional Therapy 

 Traditional Chinese Acupuncture 
 

 Reflexology 
 

 Hypnotherapy 
 

Counselling: Family Issues/Bereavement/ 

 CBT/Divorce/Addictions/Paediatric 

Chartered Physiotherapists  
Registered with all Medical Insurance Companies 

  

 Anne Blick Cathy Davis Matt Pearce 
 MCSP SRP GRAD DIP PHYS MCSP SRP GRAD DIP PHYS BSc Hons MCSP 

 
 

  

  
  
  
  
 

Availability for New Members 
Senior and Junior 

Social and Team Tennis 
All Year round play 

 

Coaching for Seniors and Juniors 
 

Best wishes to All Saints on their 50
th

 year Celebration 
 

Details from Chris Silk on 07971 248 887 

  
HALE BARNS TENNIS CLUB 

PART OF THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1924 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Little Saints 
All Saints Sunday School 

  

Children 3~13 years 

Meet in the Church Hall  

Sundays at 10am 
  

Come and join us for Bible stories,  

fun activities, singing and games. 
  

and on the fourth Sunday of the month at 10am 

Family Service 
~ fun worship for all ages ~ 

All Saints Church Hall 980 3234 

Ideal for a wide variety of Club, Society, 

group and small organisation activities. 
There is a stage area which is useful for presentations to 

audiences and for small entertainment productions. 
 

For further details contact the Church Office on: 

Tel: 0161 980 3234 or email: admin@allsaintshalebarns.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Hall Hire for Children’s  

Parties at an hourly  

rate of just £20 
for children’s parties aged 11 and under. 

 

mailto:admin@allsaintshalebarns.org


 
 

 

 


